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Founded in 1823,  
All Saints Catholic 

Church is a welcoming 
community rooted in 

the Gospel of Jesus the 
Christ.   

 

Our journey of faith 
brings Christ’s presence 

to our parish, our 
community, and our 

world. 

  LOVE FINDS A VOICE …..AT ALL SAINTS PARISH            
 By Father Don Wester 

 

  Greetings to you and all in your household during these festive days!  Our 
preparation during the Advent Season invites us to prepare a way for the 
Incarnate God, the Word Made Flesh, to be born in our midst and through us.  
Through this Season of Advent, we are encouraged to notice the joy and hope in 
our lives and in our world.  This is an especially important thing to do as we 
continue to live in the midst of a very severe financial crisis in our families, our 
nation and in the world.  To find joy and hope in good times is not much of a 
challenge.  To find joy and hope in crisis is either make believe or takes some 
hard work and prayer. 
 

  In abundance we tend to notice what isn’t right and get worked up about the 
small things.  We look for the things we don’t really need and even begin to 
believe that we need them.  We compare ourselves to others and even feel 
jealous and envious of those who seem to have it easier than we do.  In times of 
crisis, we seem to notice the smaller things and gratitude seems to be increased.  
In other times we may take running water for granted, but now we know that 
paying the water bill is a challenge and that running water is truly a gift.  As the 
scripture tells us, the Voice of Love, the Voice of God, will usually be spoken 
through the most unlikely events, circumstances and people.  The little ones, the 
ones on the fringe, the ones who are usually overlooked are the ones through 
whom Love Finds a Voice. 
 

  Christmas is the Feast of the Incarnation.  That means that God becomes flesh.  
It is a celebration of the historical birth of Jesus.  But it is also a privilege in 
which we participate.  We are allowed, in virtue of our baptism and our 
commitment to be disciples of Jesus, to bring to flesh the very Word of God.  
God comes to flesh through us.  Love Finds a Voice in us and through us.  I 
would encourage us to be creative.  In the same way that we take time to pick 
out special gifts for special people, let’s be creative in how we become the Voice 
of God for others.   Do you see someone standing alone?  Try to imagine what 
might be a gift for that person.  Would it be to just leave them alone and not talk 
to them?  Would it be to approach them and talk, even though we are nervous?  
What about the hungry among us?  How does love find a voice for them?  If 
they have had the death of a loved one, if an important relationship in their life 
has ended, if they just lost their job or their home, if they seem to be 
withdrawing from normal involvement.  How does Love Find a Voice through 
you for them. 
 

  Christmas Time is a time for Jesus to be born.  May this be a time of birthing 
for our community.  May we give birth to the Word Made Flesh through our 
voices, our choices and our lives! 
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The old entrance way. 

View into the basement before the start of work. 
Pillar support in background. 

The crawl space while digging was underway. 

Dirt moved onto conveyor to the outside. 

Thank you for your 
patience during the 
construction and 
many thanks for the 
prayer and financial 
support. 
 

�To see the progress 
of our heating, venti-
lation, and air condi-
tioning renovation in 
our historic church, 
please check our 
website 
www.allsaints-
stpeters.org  
The Homepage has a 
link to photographs. 
Each picture has a  
short description. 

 

New entrance way into the basement. 

Conveyor moving the dirt to the outside to load onto bobcat. 

Air vent removal 
paint color from 1957. 
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  The Incarnation is a lot like learning to speak a 
new language.  The Incarnation is how God is able 
to speak human to us.  In all the ages before Christ’s 
birth, God spoke through people and creation.  With 
the Incarnation, God’s Word actually puts on flesh! 
God is Love and the Word spoken by God is Love.  
Advent gives us time to think about the moment 
when Love becomes flesh, when Love finds a 
Voice! 
  When we hear the voice of love, we are changed 
by it.  The voice of love stirs something in us, 
changes our outlook.  Where do we hear love’s 
voice now?  Where do we need to hear love’s voice?  
How are we to be love’s voice in our families?  On 
sports teams?  In our parish?  In our offices? Our 
world? 
  At Christmas, Scripture celebrates how Love finds 
a Voice, so Advent Scripture helps us to prepare to 
recognize the Voice of Love.  Prophets call us to 
stand erect, to lift our heads, to take off our robes of 
mourning and put on robes of joy! 
  Think of Gabriel standing with Mary, Mary 
standing with Elizabeth, John the Baptist standing 
with his followers and calling them out of darkness, 
preparing them to hear the Voice of Love. Imagine 

their conversations.  Watch how these familiar 
characters speak love.  Through stories, we’ll 
hopefully learn how love calls us to stand up and 
stand with another. 
 Love’s voice is a light shining in darkness.  So, 
recognizing love’s voice may mean we have first 
look at some of the dark places of our own lives.  
Looking at the darkest or most challenging parts of 
our lives, what words of love are we waiting to 
hear?  What words of love are we ready to speak to 
another?  To those who are bent low, crouched 
down in confusion, sorrow, humiliation, fear, listen 
for how the voice of love calls to them, raises them 
to a new place of peace, light, promise, hope! 
  Let’s try to take notice of the number of times this 
Advent and Christmas when we hear stories about 
the smallest, the most humble, the lowliest, the 
meekest being chosen for greatness, for God’s Love!  
Even the first expressions of the Word-of-God-made
-flesh will be little more than a newborn’s cry and 
the wordless loving gaze at his mother.  How 
wondrously different the Voice of Love is from the 
written words of love!  Let’s stand with one another 
as we prepare to receive this Voice of Love in a new 
way, as we rediscover how Love finds a Voice in 
us!�
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What does it feel like when someone speaks love to us?  
What does it feel like when we speak love to another?  

What do we feel when we hear love spoken around us? Within us? 

Announcements at Mass 
 

  Many have offered their appreciation that 
announcements are now done at the beginning of Mass. 
Eucharist is the summit, the climax of the Mass, so 
following such a holy moment with announcements never 
seemed to fit right. 
  Because of the wondrous amount of parish activity and 
the increasing number of announcement submissions, 
Parish leadership has drafted these guidelines: 
1.  Announcements will be time pertinent – 
announcements will only be made for activities happening 
on the weekend the announcement is being made. 
Activities will not be announced weeks in advance.  No 
monthly or weekly recurring  activities or meetings  

will be announced. 
2. Announcements will be for general parish 
invitations only – submissions directed at a particular age 
group, gender, or to specific organization members will 
not be read at Mass.  These submissions should be made 
to our parish bulletin and/or should be broadcasted 
through other networks: newsletter, phone chain, e-mail, 
internet (i.e. Facebook), flyers, etc. 
 

3. Announcements will be submitted in writing, by 
Noon on Fridays and are subject to approval and 
editing – we want to effectively get information to our 
community but we also do not want to take advantage of 
the time people spend in worship.  Our parish bulletin is a 
wonderful resource and local advertisers invest in it so 
that it can be a free resource for our community. 
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Las Posadas 
  

  Las Posadas is a Catholic 
Mexican tradition which 
symbolizes the trials that Mary 
and Joseph endured before 
finding a place to stay where 
Jesus could be born.  The 
Mexican custom, taking place 
during Advent, includes two 
people portraying Mary & Joseph 
as they walk from house to house 
through a neighborhood looking 
for a place to stay.  At each house 
they will be refused, until they get 
to the last house where the weary 
travelers will be accepted and a 
party is held. 
 

  Last year, All Saints, started a 
Las Posadas of their own.  It will 
start the first day of Advent and 
end on Christmas Eve.  We have 
figurines of Mary and Joseph that 
will “travel” to the homes of our 
parishioners.  Members of our 

parish can welcome Mary and 
Joseph into their home for a day 
or two and then pass them on to 
someone else.   
  During the time they are at your 
house, we ask that you pray with 
them, take them on your travels, 
and include them into your daily 
life.  Accompanying the figurines 
will be a notebook so you can 
record your journey with Mary 
and Joseph.  Our hope is to 
continue this tradition every year.   
  Those participating this year will 
be able to read some of the travels 
of Mary and Joseph from last 
year, including their travels to 
Advent by Candlelight, a funeral 
mass of a parishioner, a trip to 
Columbia, Missouri and an 
adoration. 
Please be accepting if you are 
asked to take Mary and Joseph 
into your home and take a journey 
with them. 

� dvent � doration 2009 
  Our beautiful church has 
been under renovation and 
things were askew, but we 
are cautiously anticipating 
our 2009 Advent season.   
  During all the construction 
our Lord remained patiently 
waiting for us in the 
Tabernacle.  Hopefully, we 
can enjoy a blessed Advent 
season with our church 
remodel complete in time for 
Advent.  If all goes well, we 
will return to our Eucharistic 
Adoration every Friday of 
Advent.  Please check the 
bulletin and listen carefully  
to the announcements at the 
beginning of mass.  God 
bless our Adoration!    
 

 
 
THE AGONY  
               IN THE GARDEN: 
Mark 14:37 
  When He returned He 
found them asleep.  He said 
to Peter “Asleep Simon? You 
could not stay awake for 
even one hour?”  
  When we participate in 
Eucharistic Adoration, we 
are saying:  “YES LORD! 
We can lose a little sleep and 
stay with you at least one 
hour!”  
Chapin Johnston  278-3795     
chapine@centurytel.net 

 
 

Are You Preparing  
To Retire? 

  Are you seeking something more 
purposeful and meaningful in the 
retirement stage of your life?   
  The next session being presented by the 
Maturing Adult Ministry will help you 
with the answer to that question. 
  Join us on February 20, 2010 in the 
Parish Center Music Room.  Watch the 
bulletin for more updates.  �
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The Giving Tree 
Once again this year our 
parish will be 

participating in our Advent Tree 
Program.  These Trees with gift 
ornaments will bring a gift and joy 
to those in need.   
  Choose an ornament from the 
trees.  Each ornament will give 
you a gift suggestion with a price 
range from $20 to $25.   
  Please return the gift unwrapped 
with the gift tag secured to the 
bag.  If you choose more than one 
ornament please put each gift in a 
separate bag with the ornament 
attached. 
For more information contact: 
Kathy Wade 397-6321 
Kate McCoy  397-4216 
 

All gifts must be returned to the 
Church by December 13. 
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A Night Of Life 
 

  The Peace and Justice and Adult Faith 
Committees are co-sponsoring “A Night Of Life” 
on January 14th, 2010 at 7 p.m. in the Parish 
Center.  The program will include speakers 
covering the topics of abortion, euthanasia and 
the death penalty.  In the event of inclement 
weather, the make-up night is scheduled for 
January 21st.  We hope you can join us for this 
important event.  For more information call  
Sally Baumbach at 636-397-3822 or  
Fred Lloyd at 636-240-5306.  

Planning Our Goodbyes 
      Will be held on 

            March 14, 2010 
  Come join us in the discussion of End of Life 
Issues.  We will be presenting:  
¨ Dr. Richard Johnson  Ph.D. who will discuss 

the Communication process. 
¨ Father Don Wester will give us an insight into 

the Church Teachings. 
¨ Jan and Brad Ridgon will make suggestions on 

personal planning.  
Sunday March 14, 2010—in the Parish Center.  

Watch the bulletin for updates. 
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  Come, reflect with others 
on the Holy Day,  
        December 8th. 
Begin with 9 a.m. Mass 
(Feast of Immaculate 
Conception), followed by 
presentations in the parish 
center given by Amanda 
Suchara.  Snacks will be 
provided by the Adult 
Faith Committee during the 
breaks.  The day will end at 
12:30 p.m. 
 

 We'll spend time looking 
at ourselves as the image 
and likeness of God and 
ask ourselves what the 
Incarnation has to do with 
us, what it has to do with 
our relationships, our 

connection to all living 
things. 
 

  Are you available 
December 8th to celebrate 
the Holy Day in a special 
way?  Can you become 
available?   Please come, 
reflect on what God has in 
store for us! 
 

No charge, but donations 
accepted.  No registration 
needed …except to put it 
on your calendar!    
 

 Questions?  Contact 
Pauline Marcinkiewicz 636
-294-8288 or Marya 
Pohlmeier 636-397-1440 
Ext 227.  
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CRHP:   It Does A Body of Christ Good! 
 

  Do you go to church each week, yet don’t feel 
like part of the All Saints Parish Family? 
  Are you looking for an upbeat Lenten 
experience that will deepen your faith and enrich 
your life?  
  Are you interested in a retreat where you can 
talk, laugh and pray, all to glorify God and His 
greatest gifts?  
  

  Then you may be looking for CRHP: Christ 
Renews His Parish!  This wonderful weekend 
retreat is certainly not silent and it’s not just 
another parish club.  CRHP (pronounced “Chirp”) 
is a truly transforming experience that will 
hopefully bring you closer to God by bringing 
you closer to your fellow parishioners.  The 
weekend is centered on lay witnessing and small 
group-faith sharing.  All you need to bring is an 
open heart and a willingness to let go of your 
worries (and a few toiletries!)  The presenting 
CRHP Teams are ready to take you to the 
“Spiritual Spa”!  You can find out all the details 
about the upcoming CRHP retreat in the lavender 
brochures by the doors in the church. 
 

The dates for the upcoming CRHP Retreat are: 
Women’s Retreat: March 6-7, 2010 
Men’s Retreat: March 20-21, 2010 

 

You can register for either  CRHP Retreat by 
contacting Marya Pohlmeier  e-mail 
pohlmeierm@allsaints-stpeters.org 

Me?  The Imago Dei? 
Me?  The Image of God?�

��
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  The All Saints R.O.C.K. (Rally of Christian Kids) 
is All Saints junior high youth ministry.  This fall we 
expanded the program, which was previously offered 
to 7th and 8th graders to include 6th graders.  They 
have been a wonderful, energetic and fun addition to 
ROCK.  In September we started our year with a fun 
event to welcome everyone at America's Incredible 
Pizza Company.  For two hours, 84 youth ate pizza, 
rode go-karts, played mini golf, bumper cars, pinball 
and video games. Most importantly, they were able 
to have fun with their friends and meet new people 
too.   In October,ROCK went to St. Peters Manor 
Care Center and carved pumpkins with the  
 

residents.  The youth had a great time hanging out 
with the residents and helping to make their 
Halloween a little more special.  In November, 
ROCK had their first in-house event (at All 
Saints).  November's program centered around the 
"King's Ransom".  We tied in the season of 
Thanksgiving with the attitude of being thankful for 
Jesus dying for us – for giving us SALVATION!   
  In December we are going to Sts. Joachim and 
Ann's Care Center to wrap gifts for the ADOPT - A - 
FAMILY program.  January and February will be  
In-house events with programs " Kid's Spirit" and 
"Cross Your Heart".  Watch the bulletin and the mail 
for more details. 

”ROCK Jr. High Ministry is Active and Energized 
By Donna Mundwiller   

  Last year, our parish began a 
new ministry for young adults. 
The ministry is open to anyone 
between the ages of 18 and 40, 
married or single, with or 
without children, who wish to 
grow in faith, serve the Lord, 
meet new friends and have fun 
along the way.  The All Saints 
YAM group is the only 
currently existing group of its 
kind in our deanery and is 
hoping to expand its 
membership. You can help by 
attending one of our upcoming 
events if you are between 18 
and 40 or referring our group to 

any of the young adults who are 
a part of your life.   
  Beginning in July of this year 
with a barbecue at the parish 
pavilion, the group has hosted 
an activity every month.  These 
have included a dinner at Moe’s 
Pasta Bowl, an outdoor movie 
night, a trip to Balducci’s 
Winery near Augusta, a tour of 
the Holocaust Museum and 
Learning Center in Creve Coeur 
and a Christmas party.  Next 
year, the group plans to 
organize an informal Young 
Adult Bible Study that will 
begin during Lent.  Three 
members will also attend the 
mission trip to Mexico.  For 
more information, send an  
e-mail to allsaintsyam@aol.com 
or visit the group’s page on 
Facebook –search for “All 
Saints in St. Peters Young Adult 
Ministry.”  

Young Adult Ministry Seeks Members,  
Plans Upcoming Bible Study 

By Stacey Bohning 

Jonathan Spilker  

Back row: 
Stacey, 

Stephanie, Doug, 
& Josh 

Front row: 
Rachel, Deanna, 
Laura, Nicole, & 

Molly 

Audrey Herbst and Peyton Govero 
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High School Youth Ministry 
It is just such a Great Experience 

By  Jonathan Spilker 
 

  I’m one of the teens and I’d like to tell you 
about two of our recent events.  In October 
we had a youth night led by two teens.  
Todd M. had written a piece on his electric 
guitar for Psalm 54 that was just beautiful.  
He said that this music helps him feel the 
Holy Spirit flow through him and cleanses 
his soul.  Kristin S. read Psalm 62. She said 
that it made God feel like her rock and with 
God she feels strong and courageous!  My 
fellow teens have hearts and souls so big 
that shine so bright!  Our youth trip to Our 
Lady’s Inn, a crisis pregnancy shelter in 
Defiance, was a great experience. Once we 
got there we were put straight to work.  
Some helped organize rooms, some played 
with the kids, and some made dinner.  
Hamburgers and French Fries!!!  Mmm!  
After dinner, we played with the kids and it 
was just awesome! 
 

  The Luke 18 Retreat is coming up  
Feb. 26-28, 2010.  It is truly one of the most 
spiritual things you will ever experience in 
your teenage years.  Teen leaders put on the 
annual retreat for 8th graders.  I have 
attended two Luke 18 retreats, one as an 8th 
grader and one as support staff.  Both 
retreats have been just amazing.   There 
were songs, scripture readings, plenty of 
food, old and new friends, and I saw the 
Holy Spirit in every person there. 

� Tribute to Canter Lori Condict 
 

  Lori has cantered 12-oclock Mass at All Saints for many 
years.  She sang with All Saints for 34 years and has 
cantered for 28 years.  We at 12 o-clock Mass have been 
privileged to participate in the music liturgy with Lori 
leading us in song.  Lori enjoys cantering and feels very 
blessed with her special grace of the Holy Spirit.   “I feel 
so blessed that God has given me a voice to sing with.  I 
truly see it as a gift from God.”  Lori with Marcella on the 
organ make a great team.   What we don’t know is that 
there is more to performing our Mass music than most of 
us would expect. 
 

  “Since I have been singing for All Saints for a long time 
it does not take much for Marcella and I to prepare.  We 
rehearse about a hour a week.  On weeks when we have 
several new pieces of music it takes longer.” 
  “Something you don’t know before is that when I sing at 
any mass I have at least an hour of warming up my vocal 

cords.  I have a funny vocal 
workout tape that the kids like to 
make fun of, especially the siren 
imitation.  But like any athlete 
you have to work out and 
practice before the game.  “As 
far as formal music training I 
minored in music at Florissant 
Valley, my voice is natural.” 
  “When I step up to the 

microphone each Sunday I feel like I am telling a story 
through the eyes of God.  I feel every word to the bottom 
of my soul.  I feel like God is singing through me, 
reaching those in Church who might need to hear these 
words to encourage them or help them with trials they 
may be facing.” 
  Lori has much to fill her time outside of mass with her 
six children.  She works out and has worked for Schnucks 
for thirteen years.  She feels blessed despite all the trials 
which life has brought her and keeps her spirit up in song.  
“I feel blessed every day with the gifts that God gives me.  
He never ceases to amaze me and allows me to see the 
world through His eyes.” 

  Thank You, Lori, for sharing your gift from God with 
us at All Saints.   

Next Newsletter   
  To submit articles for this 
quarterly newsletter or to 
volunteer to help, please contact 
one of the editors below: 
Pat Scharr:  636-397-3625 
e-mail:  cscharr@mail.win.org 
 

Chapin Johnston:  636-278-3795 
e-mail:  chapine@centurytel.net 
 

Next due date:  February 2010 
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Phone: 636-397-1440 
Fax:    636-397-1421 
E-mail: asparish@allsaints-stpeters.org 
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Upcoming Events - Mark your calendar! 
 

* Dec 5-6 Nativity Displays and  
  Fair Trade after all Weekend masses 
* Dec 8 Day of Recollection:  9:00 a.m. 
  Mass ending at 12:30 p.m. 
* Dec 10   Welcome for new parishioners 7:00 p.m. 

* Jan 14 Pro-Life Evening 7:00 p.m. 

* Feb 17 Ash Wednesday 

* Feb 20 Retirement Transition (with God)   
  9:00 a.m. to noon 

* Feb 21-22-23  PARISH-WIDE Mission 
  each evening...preaching & prayer 
* March 1 Simple Lenten Meal  6:30 p.m.  

* March 6-7 Women’s CRHP 

* March 14 Saying Our Goodbyes 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
  (End of Life Issues) 
* March 15 Welcome for new parishioners 7:00 p.m. 

* March 20-21   Men’s CRHP � �

MASS Schedules 
 

Immaculate Conception Masses 
December 7 -  7:00 p.m. Church 
December 8-  8:00 & 9:00 a.m. Church 
 7:00 p.m. Church 
 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
December 24 - 4:00 p.m. Gym 
 4:00 p.m. Church 
 6:00 p.m. Church 
 Midnight Church 
December 25 - 6:00 a.m. Church 
 7:30 a.m. Church 
 9:00 a.m. Church 
 10:30 a.m. Church 
No 10:30 mass in the Gym 
 Noon Church  
 

New Years  Mass Schedule 
Eve 5:00 p.m. Church 
Day 9:00 a.m. Church  


