A Summary of

The Sacrament of The Anointing of the Sick
Who

Catholics who are seriously ill; are suffering the infirmities of age; are to undergo a serious operation or who are at the point of death

When

As soon as they are diagnosed with a serious illness; or their condition worsens; or the infirmities of old age become more pronounced; or they are scheduled for a serious operation; or they are approaching death

Why

Illness can lead to anguish, self-absorption, sometimes even to despair and revolt against God. It can also make us more mature, helping us discern in our life what is not essential so that we can turn toward that which is. Illness can provoke a search for God and a return to Him. 

To support those who are ill, the graces of the Sacrament are:
A Particular Gift Of The Holy Spirit  - The first grace of this sacrament is one of strengthening; peace and courage to overcome the difficulties that go with the condition of serious illness or the frailty of old age. 

Union With The Passion Of Christ - By the grace of this sacrament the sick person receives the strength and the gift of uniting himself more closely to Christ's Passion: 

An Ecclesial Grace – The sick that receive this sacrament, by freely uniting themselves to the passion and death of Christ, contribute to the good of the People of God. 

What 

There are three distinct and integral aspects of the celebration of this sacrament: 

A Prayer Of Faith: The community, asking God’s help for the sick makes its prayer of faith in response to God’s word and in the spirit of trust. 

The Laying On Of Hands: The gospels contain a number of instances in which Jesus healed the sick by the laying on of hands or even the simple gesture of touch. The laying on of hands is clearly a sign of blessing, as we pray that by the power of God’s healing grace the sick person may be restored to health or at least strengthened in time of illness. 

An Anointing With Oil: The practice of anointing the sick with oil signifies healing, strengthening, and the presence of the Sprit. The prayer for blessing the oil of the sick reminds us, furthermore, that the oil of anointing is the sacramental sign of the presence, power and grace of the Holy Spirit.

Where

At home; in hospitals and nursing homes; after weekday morning masses or in parish communal celebrations 

How

In hospital, contact the Catholic Chaplin, At home and nursing homes call the rectory to request that a priest visit; asking a priest before a weekday morning mass or by watching the bulletin for scheduled communal celebrations.

For more information go the Shared Documents on the left tab and open up The Anointing of the Sick from the Cathecism of the Catholic Church.

