BECOMING A CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN

adult initiation

If an adult wants to join the Catholic Church, he or she is invited to participate in the Catechumenate Program during which we celebrate the Rites for the Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  In general, this process focuses on understanding faith, how we can live faith out in daily life, and how we can express faith in worship.

The priests and lay people who direct the Catechumenate make an effort to build on your own life-experience.  They also try to show how our faith can be enriched by relating to others in the parish community.

Various stages in the process are marked by liturgical celebrations in church at the Sunday Liturgy: the Rites of Enrollment and Welcoming, Election on the first Sunday of Lent, and Scrutinies on other Sundays of Lent.  The process of initiation culminates with the Easter Vigil Service, when an individual is baptized (if he or she has not been baptized previously) or makes a profession of faith (if he or she has already been baptized), confirmed, and receives communion for the first time in the Catholic Church.  Occasionally those who are baptized Christians will make their profession of faith on the Feast of All Saints (November 1st).

The parish Sunday bulletin will carry announcements of when and how to register for the Catechumenate program.  If you have any questions, please call the rectory.

