BECOMING A CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN

NORMS FOR INFANT BAPTISM

As a community of faith, All Saints Parish has the responsibility of ensuring that infants baptized into the Catholic Church will be raised in the faith.  The following norms for infant baptism have been adopted after consultation with the Parish Council. Parents are encouraged to fulfill the following responsibilities and to have their child baptized within a reasonable time after birth.

PARENTAL REQUIREMENTS

PARISH MEMBERSHIP

For a child to be baptized in the Catholic Church, her/his Catholic parent(s) must be a registered and practicing member(s) of All Saints Parish, regularly participating in Sunday worship in our parish, and supporting the parish through gifts of time, talent, and treasure.  Such a commitment provides reasonable assurance that the child to be baptized will be raised in the faith.  If you have recently moved into All Saints parish and are now registering, a letter from the pastor of your previous parish stating that you were registered and practicing will be required.

If you have not been registered in a Catholic parish for more that two years, you must speak with one of the parish priests concerning your desire for the baptism of a child.
sacramental marriage

Parents who have not been sacramentally married in the Catholic Church must speak with one of the parish priests before they can enroll their child for baptism.

preparation session

To ensure that parents are aware of the meaning of baptism in Christian life and the commitments they are making, they are expected to participate in a program of instruction and preparation.  This session is held on the 1st Monday of every month at 7:00 pm in the Parish Center.  This is also an important opportunity to meet and get to know other new parents and parish members.

Godparents, while not required to participate, are welcome.  To ensure a productive session for all in the space available, the number of participants is limited to eight couples per session.

godparents

In choosing a God-parent or sponsor for your child, parents are asked to seriously consider the following.  The sponsor’s role is to assist parents in passing on the faith in which the child is baptized.  Therefore, parents should choose someone who will take the role seriously and who will be a good role-model for the child.  Parents should speak personally with the sponsor about the meaning of this role and their expectations.

Church law sets minimum requirements:  A sponsor must be at least sixteen years old.  He/she must be a fully initiated, practicing Catholic who has been baptized, received first communion, and been confirmed.  If parents choose two people to be sponsors, both may not be of the same sex.  Although non-Catholics may not serve as sponsors, they may be witnesses in addition to a sponsor, and must be themselves practicing the Christian faith.
ritual celebrations

Baptism, as the first of the sacraments of initiation into the people of God, is a sacrament that involves the whole Church of God, not just an infant’s family.  The purpose of Baptism is to incorporate new members into the Body of Christ.  For this reason, the celebration of this sacrament normally takes place at Sunday Mass with the larger community.  Non-Eucharistic communal celebrations are also offered four times a year.
No baptisms will be celebrated during Lent, since the primary focus of this season for the community is conversion of life toward renewing our own baptismal promises on Easter Sunday, and deepening our adult commitment to live a life of faith.

